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SDC in Sri Lanka   
Switzerland is presently supporting the resettlement of 
families displaced by the war in the North, through 
housing, livelihood and infrastructure projects. SDC 
also works towards promoting the rights of migrant 
workers and their families and supporting measures to 
make migration safer and more beneficial for them. 
Additionally the Sri Lanka programme supports durable 
reconciliation processes through political dialogue, the 
protection of human rights and the enhancement of the 
rule of law: this element is implemented by the Human 
Security Division of the FDFA.  
 
In 2015 Switzerland will invest approximately 5.5 million 
CHF in total into the Sri Lanka programme in line with 
its Cooperation Strategy 2013-2015. Through diverse 
direct and indirect interventions, SDC is supporting the 
durable resettlement of approximately 40’000 returnees 
and safe migration for around 250’000 labour migrants 
annually. 
 
RESETTLEMENT AND DURABLE REHABILITATION 
The resettlement programme in the North supports 
conflict affected families to recover, rebuild and develop 
their shelters, community infrastructure and livelihoods. 
The programme is implemented jointly by SDC, UN and 
non-state actors in close collaboration with relevant 
local authorities.  
 
In the housing component which is implemented under 
owner-driven approach, 550,000 rupees is provided to 
house owners in progress-based instalments for the 
reconstruction of fully destroyed house and a lesser 
amount is provided for a partially destroyed house. 
Technical expertise is provided to increase both the 
efficiency and effectiveness of the construction process. 
More than 5000 families will be assisted to complete 
their houses before the end of 2015.  
 
The infrastructure component reaches out to 
approximately 40’000 people in over 45 villages. SDC 
has facilitated access to water for more than 10,000 
people through the construction or repair of private and 
common wells and ponds. SDC also provides access to 
education for around 1200 students with the construction 
of eight schools and early childhood development to over 
800 children through 35 new preschools. Preschools are 
equipped with appropriate furniture and developmental 
learning materials and teachers are adequately trained; 
measures are also taken to improve child protection by 
strengthening community based Early Childhood 
Development Committees.  
 
SDC reaches out to approximately 2000 families by 
supporting the re-organization and strengthening of 
community-based organizations to resume livelihood 
activities.  
 
LABOUR MIGRATION PROGRAMME 
Approximately 260,000 persons leave the country every 
year as labour migrants. 50% of them are women facing 
several challenges stemming from the fact that a majority 
fall within the unskilled, domestic worker category. 
Together with International and non-state actors, 
SDC supports the Government of Sri Lanka to 
strengthen national policy and works towards 
ensuring decent and productive employment 
opportunities for migrant workers. In addition the 
project contributes towards the empowerment of 
labour migrants and their families by strengthening 
their awareness about the mechanisms of the 
migration process and about their rights. The project 
also looks at providing legal services, psychosocial 
support and economic capacity building.  
 
HUMAN SECURITY AND GOVERNANCE 
This component consists of supporting a political 
dialogue focus on the exchange with, and technical 
support to, relevant stakeholders with a view to 
facilitate and strengthen processes towards 
reconciliation, political reform and inclusive peace. It 
includes the observation of, and response to, 
emerging tensions as well as the support to initiatives 
on missing persons (right to know) and other activities 
aiming at reconciliation processes in line with the Joint 
Principles. Advocacy and coordination with relevant 
national and international actors, capacity building 
and support to relevant civil society organizations is 
also supported.  
 
Background Information 
The North of Sri Lanka which was one of the worst 
affected areas during the decades of conflict is now 
experiencing major infrastructure development 
projects. However, there are still many unmet needs 
especially at village level. Communities are 
struggling with little private or public investments. 
The reconstruction of economic and social 
infrastructure is imperative, for the durable 
resettlement of displaced families, thereby enabling 
them to contribute productively to the economy and 
sustain a decent livelihood.  
 
Contact: 
Swiss Cooperation Programme Office 
138/4 & 5, Kynsey Road, Colombo 8, Sri Lanka 
Phone: + 94 11 268 8347  
Fax: + 94 11 268 8348 
E-Mail: colombo@sdc.net  
www.swisscoop.lk 
